value of. the union to them that they eventually
pressed for closer ties ; but they were opposed by the
great lords who saw that such a move was in the
direction of more popular government and would mean
a clear loss of power to them.

Zygmunt August, who was grand duke of Lithuania
before he was king of Poland, worked for years to-
bring the union about, regarding it as something that
must be accomplished before he, the last of the
Jagiellons, should pass on. Finally representatives of
both lands met in Lublin, and in 1569, after months-
of work, the result was achieved.

It was not an annexation of Lithuania by Poland
but a merger, a corporate union, of an entirely
voluntary nature, upon conditions carefully worked
but and satisfactory to all but a few great Lithuanian
lords. The landed gentry were strongly for it. It
was, in the words of the treaty, a union of ' the free
with the free and the equal with the equal'. Lithuania
retained certain separate local administrative and
judiciary powers and officials.

Why did the Lithuanians want this union ? Of
what problems did it bring a solution ?

1.    Lithuania needed Poland's help in the solution
of its national economic problems.

2.    It needed the civilization of the west,  and
preferred Poland as the avenue through which it should
receive it.

3.    It needed protection  and help  against   the-
growing power of Moscow during the reign of Ivan the
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